
LGBT History Month
Celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender lives and culture
by exploring our history – our past,
present and future. 

LGBT History Month is an opportunity to uncover the hidden 

histories of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people, to 

create a space for dialogue, debate and learning, to highlight 

discrimination and celebrate diversity.  

Every year, events take place across Scotland run by 

community groups, businesses and local authorities including 

schools, colleges and universities. 

In Scotland, LGBT History Month is co-ordinated by LGBT 

Youth Scotland and a LGBT History Month Advisory Group. 

LGBT History Month is a great way to show your schools 

commitment to equality and inclusion and this complements 

the .LGBT Schools Charter Mark

The LGBT Schools Charter is a tool to support and guide 

Schools and Education Authorities on their journey to LGBT 

equality and inclusion. Award standards have been directly 

informed by the needs and views of young people and key 

aspects of the standards include CPD, policy, practice, 

resources and evaluation. 

You may want to use LGBT History Month this year as the 

starting point for a more in depth look at inclusiveness and 

equality in your school by exploring our LGBT Schools 

Charter: www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/charter-schools

LGBT HISTORY MONTH 
& THE LGBT SCHOOLS 
CHARTER MARK 

WHAT IS LGBT 
HISTORY MONTH? 
FEBRUARY IS… 
LGBT HISTORY MONTH

http://www.lgbthistory.org.uk/
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/charter-schools
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/charter-schools


10 REASONS WHY 
SCHOOLS SHOULD 
GET INVOLVED IN 
LGBT HISTORY MONTH

Young people tell us that LGBT inclusion in schools 

makes a difference to them. It increases their self-

esteem and their ability to access support when it 

happens. Overall they will feel safer, included and 

supported within a school environment.   

LGBT History Month is a great opportunity for 

learning, debate and dialogue that interests 

children and young people and helps to make 

Scotland and local communities more inclusive.

Schools have a crucial role in educating for 

equality. They have a responsibility to every learner 

to create a safe and secure learning environment in 

which young people can thrive. 

By taking part in LGBT History Month and 

celebrating the contribution LGBT people have 

made to Scottish society, your school can send 

positive messages about LGBT people and help 

reduce prejudice and bullying behaviour.

LGBT Youth Scotland's research shows that almost 

70% of LGBT young people have experienced 1 

homophobic, biphobic or  transphobic bullying    

in schools.

Delivering this work helps schools and public 

authorities meet their legal duties  in regards to 3

equality, recognising the need to eliminate 

discrimination and advance equality of opportunity.

This work, alongside other anti-bullying and anti-

discrimination work assists young people to 

achieve the four capacities and experiences and 

outcomes outlined in Curriculum for Excellence.

Initiatives focused around LGBT History Month can 

send a positive message regarding your school’s 

ethos to the wider community, including LGBT 

pupils, families, teachers and colleagues. 

Homophobic bullying doesn't just affect LGBT 

young people; any young person can be bullied 

because they are perceived to be different or don't 

fit in with their peers. 

Delivery of LGBT inclusive work in 

schools can increase attainment and 

attendance levels. Our research shows 

that 10%  of LGBT young people have 2

left education as a direct result of 

homophobia, biphobia or transphobia 

within educational establishments. 

1 Life in Scotland for LGBT Young People: 

   Education Report (2012), p4. LGBT Youth Scotland.
2 Life in Scotland for LGBT Young People: 

   Education Report (2012), p4. LGBT Youth Scotland.
3 Public Sector Equality Duty for Scotland, Equality Act (2010)



WHAT CAN YOUR 
SCHOOL DO FOR 
LGBT HISTORY MONTH? 
THE LAST FRIDAY 
IN FEBRUARY IS… 
PURPLE FRIDAY

To mark the last Friday of LGBT 

History Month we're asking 

Scottish schools to allow staff 

and pupils who stand up against 

homophobia, biphobia and 

transphobia to wear purple to 

school. 

PLAY THE 'SILENCE HELPS 
HOMOPHOBIA' SHORT FILM 
DURING ASSEMBLY OR IN CLASS

Shh! Silence Helps Homophobia is an award-winning short 

film by LGBT Youth Scotland, that asks people to stand up and 

speak out against homophobia. The film was developed by 

young people and funded by the Fife Cultural Partnerships 

Fund. The film takes you through a young person's experience 

of homophobia at school, asking  ‘what could be                    

done differently?’

DELIVER A LESSON OR ASSEMBLY 
ON LGBT EQUALITY

LGBT Youth Scotland developed a  on Toolkit for Teachers

'Dealing with Homophobia and Homophobic Bullying' in 

partnership with Education Scotland. Alongside this we have 

created a series of lesson plans, covering a wide range of 

topics which are linked to Curriculum for Excellence. These 

lessons can complement subjects including History, Modern 

Studies, English and many aspects of Personal and Social 

Education. Download a copy here: www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/pro-

resources-education 

GET INVOLVED WITH THE LGBT 
NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL'S 
‘TIME FOR T.E.A.' CAMPAIGN

The LGBT National Youth Council (LGBT NYC) is a network of 

youth groups and young people from across Scotland that 

campaign on issues important to LGBT young people. Their 

'Time For T.E.A. (Transgender Education Awareness)' 

campaign aims to raise awareness and understanding of 

transgender identities in Scottish Education. Find out more 

about the work and watch their campaign video here: 

www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/sup-campaigning-Time-for-TEA 

The film has already been 

shown in several schools all 

over Scotland and is getting 

fantastic feedback! View the 

film on LGBT Youth 

Scotland's  YouTube Channel

where you'll also find a 

range of video resources. 

For more information,   

check out the Silence    

Helps Homophobia 

campaign page. 

This will send a visual message of acceptance and LGBT 

equality, and allow both students and staff to get involved in a 

meaningful action to tackle prejudice and discrimination. 

We know that when young people are directly involved in 

school initiatives it can make a real impact, so involve pupil 

councils or senior pupils in leading this initiative. 

Any school that donates over £500 to support LGBT Youth 

Scotland's work in schools will be eligible for free teacher 

training from LGBT Youth Scotland, and will be signed up for 

the LGBT Schools Charter Mark. 

Schools can also ask all 

pupils who take part in 

Purple Friday to donate 

50p or a £1 towards the 

campaign, hold a bake 

sale selling purple 

cupcakes or selling 

purple ribbons. 

http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/files/documents/Toolkitforteachers.pdf
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/pro-resources-education
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/pro-resources-education
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/sup-campaigning-Time-for-TEA 
http://www.youtube.com/user/LGBTYS
https://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/shh-campaign


HOLD A POSTER COMPETITION 
OR CREATE A DISPLAY TO 
CELEBRATE LGBT HISTORY MONTH 
OR CHALLENGE HOMOPHOBIA 

LGBT young people tell us that seeing LGBT-inclusive 

imagery on posters and marketing materials helps them feel 

safe and included.

You can make a visual statement with posters or a display to 

mark February as LGBT History Month. You could hold a 

competition to create posters challenging homophobia, or 

create a display of prominent LGBT people from history.  

LGBT Youth Scotland can provide you with LGBT History 

Month resources. If you have posters up already, perhaps 

they need a refresh or you could create a new display in a 

prominent place?

LGBT authors and poets have made a huge contribution to 

Scotland's rich literary history.

You could choose to read poetry by some of Scotland's 

prominent LGBT poets – Edwin Morgan, Jackie Kay or Carol 

Ann Duffy, for instance – or create a display of LGBT-themed 

books in your school library.

CREATE A DISPLAY OF LGBT BOOKS 
IN YOUR SCHOOL LIBRARY

We can promote your events or provide guidance or support 

regarding your event, assembly, lesson or display. The LGBT 

History Month website and toolkit is also a great resource and 

includes information such as evaluation forms. 

GET IN TOUCH WITH 
LGBT YOUTH SCOTLAND 

LGBT Youth Scotland 

Glasgow Office: 0141 552 7425 

Edinburgh Office: 0131 555 3940  

info@lgbtyouth.org.uk 

 www.lgbtyouth.org.uk

www.lgbthistory.org.uk

Whatever you choose to do for LGBT History Month let us 

know! 

LGBT Youth Scotland is the largest youth 

and community-based organisation for 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 

(LGBT) people in Scotland. 

LGBT Youth Scotland is a company 

limited by guarantee.

(No. 244805, Scottish Charity SCO24047)

Copyright       LGBT Youth Scotland 2013

lgbtys

http://www.lgbthistory.org.uk/hosting-an-event/event-materials/
http://www.lgbthistory.org.uk/hosting-an-event/event-materials/
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk
http://www.lgbthistory.org.uk

