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LGBT History Month takes place in February every year. It's
an opportunity to celebrate LGBT culture, reﬂect on LGBT
history and look to the future of activism.
LGBT History Month is for everyone: community groups,
organisations, individuals, activists, service providers, LGBT
and non-LGBT people alike. Importantly, LGBT History Month
is a great opportunity for local authorities, businesses and third
sector organisations to show their support for LGBT people.

THE THEME FOR 2019 IS...

To mark the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall uprisings in New York in 1969, and the birth of the modern
Pride movement, the theme will be CATALYST: 50 years of activism.
We want to look at the people who kick-started change and the events that were the turning points along
the way. We also encourage you to look at the activists of today, including the people changing the future
for trans people and the intersectional activists who speak to the myriad of LGBT experiences.
As always, if you are planning to hold events, host exhibitions or create digital content, you are welcome
to disregard the theme. LGBT History Month is created by the community, and we don't want to stiﬂe
your creativity. If you do want to embrace CATALYST, we hope you can use it as a… well… catalyst for
idea generation. We can't wait to see what you come up with. It's a big year for LGBT history and culture
and we know you'll ﬁnd exciting ways to celebrate that.
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HOST AN EVENT
Events are the bread and butter of LGBT History
Month. Every year, people host everything from small
coffee mornings and intimate poetry readings to largescale cabarets and performances.
We can support your event by promoting it using
the LGBT History Month Scotland website, sharing
information on our social media channels, and creating
promotional branding and downloadable resources.

USING THE LGBT HISTORY MONTH WEBSITE: lgbthistory.org.uk
Our website is the best place to get your event seen. It's featured on our posters and all our social media output
will link back to it. If you'd like to submit your event for promotion on the site, please complete our online form.
It's essential that you upload a high-resolution image (in landscape orientation) that will be used to illustrate
your event listing.
If you think your event would beneﬁt from more wordy information on our website, less restricted by the
parameters of an event listing, you can request to write a blog post. To discuss further, get in touch via email
or take a look at our blog page.
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SPREADING THE WORD USING SOCIAL MEDIA
It's straightforward to take advantage of our 10,000 followers on social media in the run up to and during
February. It's all about the tagging.

On Facebook, tag @LGBTHistoryMonthScotland
On Twitter, tag @LGBTHistoryScot

If you do this, we will be notiﬁed about your post and will then share it with our followers.
PRO TIP! If you're using Twitter, you can tag us in the image you post, saving you a few precious characters
in the text of the post.
We will also be monitoring posts across all social media platforms that contain the hashtags #LGBTHistory,
#LGBTHistoryMonth and #LGBTCatalyst.

TICKETS AND BOOKING
You may ﬁnd it useful to create a Facebook 'Event' to gauge potential numbers of attendees, or you might
prefer to use a ticketing platform to do this more formally, like Eventbrite (free to use if your tickets are free)
or Eventsmart (free to use with advertising).
We can add the ticketing link to your event listing on the History Month website.
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GET INVOLVED
Although LGBT History Month is mainly celebrated through events; there are lots of other ways in which you
can engage in the conversation during February.

SHARE INFORMATION ON YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA
We want to create a buzzing social media landscape in and around February and your input here is invaluable.
One of the best ways to ﬁnd out what is happening is to make sure you follow our Facebook and Twitter
accounts.
LGBTHistoryScot

LGBTHistoryMonthScotland

If you can, share, re-tweet and like other people's events. This helps to raise awareness of LGBT History
Month in Scotland and promote events to a wider audience. Tap into the wider Twitter conversation during
February using the hashtags: #LGBTCatalyst and #LGBTHistoryMonth.
Here's an example of a tweet you could use (feel free to use this exact wording if you don't have time to
write your own!):
You may also want to use your social media to
share facts and stories about the LGBT history of
Scotland. We produced a poster that is packed with
interesting facts about the timeline of progress in
Scotland – feel free to use these in your own
channels. Download it here.
Take time to make your social media output
relevant to your interests or the work that you do
as an organisation – it can make the messages
more meaningful.
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CELEBRATE PURPLE FRIDAY!
On the last Friday of History Month, we celebrate Purple Friday - a day to stand against homophobia,
biphobia and transphobia and pledge our support for LGBTI equality.
In Scotland, Purple Friday is held in support of LGBT Youth Scotland and their mission to make Scotland
the best place for LGBTI young people to grow up. In previous years, businesses, local authorities, MSPs
and schools have all found creative ways to fundraise and awareness-raise for the occasion.
For more information on Purple Friday, visit lgbtyouth.org.uk/purplefriday
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ABOUT LGBT YOUTH SCOTLAND
LGBT Youth Scotland is the largest youth and community-based organisation for LGBTI people and coordinates LGBT History Month in Scotland.
LGBT History Month is delivered by community groups, volunteers and other organisations. We would like
to thank them for their support and contributions to LGBT History Month in Scotland.
Unfortunately, as a small charity, we can't provide funding for delivering events. We recommend working in
partnership and sharing resources with others. Local businesses and venues may also be willing to support
the event. A free venue, for example, can go a long way towards making your event happen.
If you have resources or a venue that can support LGBT History Month or a local group who want to run an
event, please email us and we can share this information with others.
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