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What is
LGBT History Month?
LGBT History Month takes place in February every year and offers
the chance to connect and to reflect on the past and present of the
LGBT community.
It’s an opportunity to celebrate LGBT culture and progress towards
equality over time, and to explore what the lessons of history can
teach us for the future.
While LGBT Youth Scotland creates the annual theme and
co-ordinates its website and event listings, LGBT History Month can
only exist with your support.
The events which take place throughout the month are delivered by
community groups, schools, volunteers, activists, and organisations
from the private, public and third sectors.
Anybody can take part, and everyone who decides to host an event,
however big or small, whether online or in-person, helps to make
LGBT History Month what it is.
The theme is intended to inspire, engage and provoke conversation –
what that looks like is entirely up to you.

lgbthistory.org.uk

The theme
for 2022...

In 69 UN member states,
including a majority of African
nations, LGBT people are still
criminalised under homosexuality
and “cross-dressing” laws, as well
as being targeted under numerous
other offences.
And the Council of Europe has
recently pointed to the UK as one
among several countries where
the advances of recent years are
“under threat” amid “extensive and
often virulent attacks on the rights
of LGBTI people”, particularly in
the form of “anti-trans narratives”.

This year, we’re inviting you to
think beyond borders.
To consider that, while Scotland
has made great strides towards
equality, the journey has come at
a slower pace in some parts of the
world, and faster in others.
To recognise that the direction of
travel has not always been linear;
the waves of progress have ebbed
and flowed.
And to ask ourselves: what is
Scotland’s place within this
global movement?
Right now, our friends in countries
like Poland and Hungary are faced
with a rising tide of anti-LGBT
rhetoric and a rollback of their
human rights.

We know that no country,
including Scotland, has yet
reached the destination of
protecting and championing the
rights of all LGBT people, and no
country is immune to the backlash
against progress. As a global
family, LGBT people and allies live
in fragile times.
Against this backdrop, we
encourage you to come together
and reflect on the power of people
and the strength of solidarity
across borders.
What role can we, in Scotland,
play in supporting LGBT people
internationally? And what lessons
can we learn from the past and
present of our friends around the
world to create a better future,
both at home and beyond?

In February 2022, take part in LGBT History Month
by blurring borders and exploring the waves of LGBT
liberation and community across the globe.

Get involved
After a very unusual couple of years caused by the pandemic, and the
continued uncertainty it brings with it, we hope 2022 will allow for a return
to more in-person activities, alongside evermore creative online events.
Every year, people celebrate LGBT History Month by hosting events, ranging
from small coffee mornings and intimate poetry readings, through to
largescale cabarets and performances.
By using online tools like Zoom, Microsoft Teams or Google Meet, distance
is no longer a barrier to bringing people together. Why not try hosting an
online lecture or speech on a specific topic, a panel discussion with Q&As,
or an LGBT history themed quiz (you could even try virtual quiz tools like
Kiwzzbit or AhaSlides)?

Get your event listed
Whatever kind of event you choose to
hold, we want to help you shout about it!
Our website at lgbthistory.org.uk is
where you’ll find participants’ event
listings. Every February thousands of
people visit the site to plan their month.
It’s simple to get your event featured by
completing the form on our website.
Even if your event isn’t open to the public
– for example if it’s just for members of
your school or workplace – we’d still love
to feature it on the website to help show
the breadth and depth of activity taking
place around the country.

Tickets and booking

Funding

You might find it useful to create a
Facebook ‘Event’ to gauge potential
numbers of attendees, or you might
prefer to use a ticketing platform to do
this more formally, like Eventbrite (free to
use if your tickets are free) or Eventsmart
(free to use with advertising). We can
add the ticketing link to your event listing
on the History Month website.

Unfortunately, as a small charity we can’t
provide funding for events, but we do know,
from prior experience, that some of the best
events are run on a small budget.
If you have resources that can support a
smaller community group to run an event,
please get in touch and we can share this
information on our website and social media.

Tell our stories
LGBT History Month is all about
storytelling. We want to provide a
jumping off point for a diverse group
of people to share their stories and
explore the theme together.
Even without hosting an event, there are lots
of different ways you could do this:
Write a blog for your website which
connects your work to the themes of
LGBT History Month.
Write a blog for lgbthistory.org.uk –
we’d love to feature your work! Get
in touch with us at communications@
lgbtyouth.org.uk to set this up.
Invite another organisation or person
to “take over” your social media for a
period of time during February.
Publish a Twitter thread.

Run an activity or lesson with
the young people you work with.
Keep an eye out on LGBT Youth
Scotland’s Lesson Activities and
Assemblies section, where we’ll
be sharing a workshop linked to
this year’s theme.
Create a vlog using Instagram
Stories, TikTok or YouTube.

Record a podcast episode.

Let us know how it went
We want to know how successful LGBT History Month is so we can help to make it bigger
and better in future.
If you let us know you’re hosting an event, we’ll send you a feedback form so you can tell
us how many people participated, how the experience was for you and your participants,
and what worked or could have been improved about our coordination of History Month.
This will allow us to develop a benchmark and shape the support we offer in future years.

Spread the word
Follow us

LGBTHistoryScot
LGBTHistoryMonthScotland

Whether you’re running an event
or sharing a story online, we want
to use the LGBT History Month
Scotland channels to amplify it and
get people talking.
• Make sure to tag us on social media so
we get a notification and can share your
posts to a wider audience.
• Pro Tip: if you’re using Twitter, you
can tag us in the image, saving you a
few precious characters!
• Use the hashtags #LGBTHistory and
#LGBTHistoryMonth - we’ll also be
monitoring those tags across social
media platforms.

Use our assets
Download the package of promotional
graphics we’ve created which advertise
LGBT History Month and the Blurring
Borders theme.
You can use these on your social media
or web posts, or print the poster to
show your support.

Global LGBT milestones
There are 195 countries in the world today. Here are some key facts on progress on LGBT rights around the
world over time, which we hope might inspire you as you think about your plans for LGBT History Month.
In 1811, the Netherlands became the first country to decriminalise homosexuality (although the age of consent wasn’t equalised till 1971).
Today, all but 69 countries have followed suit – some of the most recent additions in the last few years were Angola, Gabon and Bostwana.
The first LGBT rights organisation in history, the Scientific-Humanitarian Committee, was established in Berlin in 1897.
In 1972, Sweden became the first country to legalise medical transition for trans people, as well as legal gender recognition. 31 other
countries now allow gender recognition for trans men and women – although many of these laws put major barriers in place.
The world’s first Member of Parliament publicly known to be LGB was Coos Huijsen in The Netherlands, elected in 1972.
The first out LGB person elected as a head of government was Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir, who became Iceland’s Prime Minister in 2009. This
makes her one of only two out lesbian heads of state in history, and one of only five out gay heads of state.
The world’s first out trans MP was Georgina Beyer in New Zealand in 1999, four years after she became the world’s first out trans mayor.
There have been no out trans heads of state.
In 1988, Sweden became the first country to introduce anti-discrimination laws on the basis of sexual orientation. Now, 57 countries provide
broad protection against discrimination and 81 provide employment protection based on sexual orientation.
Denmark became the first country to legalise same-sex unions in 1989, while the first to legalise same-sex marriage was the Netherlands
in 2001 – since followed by 29 other countries.
In 1992, the World Health Organisation declared that homosexuality was not an illness.
The Netherlands was the first country to fully legalise joint adoption by same-sex couples in 2001. The figure now stands at 32 countries,
as well as a number of Mexican states and British territories.
Self-declaration for legal gender recognition was introduced in Argentina in 2012, followed by 8 other countries and parts of four others.
Non-binary legal recognition was introduced in Malta in 2017 and Uruguay in 2018, joining parts of Canada and the USA.
In 2019, the World Health Organisation announced that being transgender would no longer be classed as a “disorder”.

Purple Friday
On the last Friday of LGBT History Month, we
celebrate Purple Friday – LGBT Youth Scotland’s
annual fundraising day.
Named after the purple (spirit) stripe in the
Rainbow Flag, Purple Friday is a day to stand
against homophobia, biphobia and transphobia. It
celebrates the spirit of the LGBTI community and
harnesses the support of their allies.
Inspired by the Olympic torch bearers who pass
the flame from person to person, we invite you to
symbolically ‘pass the torch’ around Scotland to
show your support for LGBT equality this Purple
Friday. Taking part in the Pass the Torch Relay
Challenge is simple: Complete a minimum of 5km on
Purple Friday and raise at least £50 per person for
LGBT Youth Scotland.
Sign up here and take a few small steps to make a
BIG difference to young people near you.

purplefriday.org

LGBT Youth Scotland
LGBT Youth Scotland is the national charity working with LGBTI young people aged
13-25 across Scotland, and we co-ordinate LGBT History Month.
We deliver face-to-face and online youth work services, the LGBT Charter programme
for schools and organisations, and youth participation work to make sure young people’s
voices are heard by decision makers.
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